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Jesus’ Death & Burial 









  (Matthew 27:45-61; Mark 15:33-47; Luke 23:44-56; John 19:28-42)

Main Point:  Jesus died to take away the sin of the world.
Key Verse:  Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but died for sinners to bring you safely home to God.  I Peter 3:18a NLT
Materials: Bridge picture; Paper cross, wrapped up in gift wrap; Tape; Slips of paper

Personal Application: 

· Say: Today we learned about the most pivotal part of our relationship with God. We cannot have a relationship with God if we do not understand and accept Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins. It is hard to think about someone dying in our place, and it makes us sad to know how much Jesus suffered for our sins. But, because God is perfect, we cannot enter into His presence with all of our sins. Either we have to pay the price for our own sins (and spend eternity away from God), or we have to trust that Jesus paid for our sins when He died on the cross. 

Hands on Application:
· Say: Let’s take a look at what Romans has to say about our sin. Read Romans 6:23 What is the cost of sin? That’s right - Death is the price for sin. This death means we will be separated from God forever. Do you think this only applies to what we think of as THE BIG SINS such as killing someone or stealing a car? No! Even what we might think are the tiniest sins (like cheating on one answer during your spelling test or pulling your sister’s hair when she makes you angry) require that we pay the price of sin. And what did Romans 6:23 tell us was the price of sin? Death! It is so sad to think that we would have to be separated from our loving God for all of eternity because of our sin. 

· On the slips of paper have students write examples of sin. On the bridge illustration, lay them down like a wall in front of the person.
· Say: See how our sins separate us from God? Our sins even make it hard to see God clearly and to know the truth about Him. But because God loves us so much, He gave us His Son Jesus to pay the price for us! Let’s look at the gift that God has given to every single person who chooses to accept it.

Group Discussion: 

· Say: Who would like to see the gift that God has given to us? Choose a volunteer to open the gift. Inside you will find the cross. 

· Say: Jesus became the bridge for us to have a relationship with God. He took ALL of our sin on Himself. Tape the sins to the back of the cross. Jesus took away our sin and gave us His righteousness. He did all of this for us because God demanded a perfect sacrifice. None of us are perfect; we all have sinned! (Romans 3:23) When Jesus shed His perfect blood to take away our sin, He “bridged” our way to God. Lay the cross on top of the gap.

· Have you ever thought about your sins and the price that must be paid for them? Can you do anything to pay them yourself? (No!) God said there are only two ways to have eternal life. He said we must be either be 100% absolutely perfect OR we must trust Jesus to take away our sins. Wow! No one other than Jesus is perfect! That only leaves us with one option and that is to trust in Jesus to take away our sins. Have you trusted in Jesus? 

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Pray that we will understand the amazing gift of Jesus Christ, accepting it into our own lives, and living out its truth every day. Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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